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3 any, that! (a poor builder in the houſe of God, acce 


the new born Meſſiah) there remains upon mine accoun 


muſt firſt begin with the form of enquiry. that rhe 
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1. Now when Jeſus was horn in Bethlehem of Jude v 
in the days of Herod the King behold there can 
wiſe men from the Eaſt to Jeruſale. N 
2. Saying, where is he that zs born King of the. Jews 5 
for we have ſeen his Star in the Eaſt, and are com =z 

o worſhip him. . . 
N the earthly buildings, he that beginneth to huil ue 


and finiſheth not, maketh himſelf a mockingſtoc 
to the beholders. Let it not then be grievous um 


dind to the meaſure of the grace that is given to me 
: ſhould finiſh the work that I have begun, and add th 
roof to the foundation that I have laid upon this Te 

already. 5 POET RL. SPY 
Now in the bi 1 (as it were) of the patticulats of thi 
Text (the total ſum and ſubſtance whereof, is a narra 
tion, a deſcription of a ſolemn coming and enquiry f 


that I made of them, the three laſt ro be ſcanned, an 
examined, namely the form of the enquiry. Whereis h 
| that is born King of the Fews ? | The moving cauſe tha 
. brought them to come and enquire, for we hawe ſeen | 
fur in the Eaſt] and laitly the final cauſe and end e 
their coming, and are come to worſhip him. | Of thel 
three, if I render an account at this time, the whol 
bill will be perfectly diſcuſſed, and cleared in ever) 
Particular. To peruſe and ſcan them in their order, 
make here ſaying. „„ 0 OC 
Ibere u he that is born King of the Jews? } There is ir 
little diverſity about the reading and meaning of thei 


words, ſome reading them according to the courſe . 


the words in the Original. Where # be rb # born Kingf 
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© a private man, but the King of the Fews, from his 


King of the ſews that à born, an te that there 
is a trajection or tranſpoſing of the words from their 


Grammatical order in the Original, according to that 


manner of ſpeaking, Bleſſed be be that cometh a King in be 
name of the Lord for ſo we muſt turn the words, if we 
follow the litteral order) for, bleſſed be the King that co 


>. 


meth in the name 0 the Lord. 


Now in that they ſtile this ze horn Babe King of the 


they call him the King of the Fews,' not by any other 


For theſe are good and profitable conſiderations, and 
none of thoſe vain and unprofitable queſtions, which 
in theſe Lectures I have profeſſed to ſhun. For the firſt, 


he Gentiles, concurred with the Star to give t 


ent of Antiquity ) then without controverſy this title 
was built upon the foundation thereof, for it giverh 
into him Kingly power and preheminence. | 


give unto him the markes, Name, Nature of a King. 
Again, the Star that appeared unto them, did por- 
end, that he that was born was a King. At the birth 


WI 
x 


and death of great Princes, there have been oftentimes. 
eien, and 2onders from the Sun, Moon, and Starrs. To in- 
" oftance in one or two amongſt many, ( faith 2 In 
the year that King - Aitbridates was born in, and in 
1 J + tie 


% 


l * 
- $7 


of the Jews, and interpreting them, that the Wiſe men 
ſhould ask, for him. (Saith Beza) Who was not born 


«© very cradle, ( Saith Maldonat ) and oppoſe the natura! 
© King againſt the made King : © others, where u the ' 


ews, It may ſay with AuFftin, multa.conjider anda ſunt br. 
It is worthy our conſideration to examine, Firſt why 


knowledge of this hidden miſtery ( which is the judge- 


3 


name. Secondly »'w at King they mean him to be? 


if the Prophecy af Balaam a Gentile, diſperſed 2 1 
hem the 


There ſhall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Scepter ſhall _ * 
riſe out of Iſrael, and ſhall ſmite the corners of Moab, ant 
deſtroy all the children of Sheth ! ont of Jacob ſhall be come, 
hat ſhall have dominion, and (hall deſtray bim that remaineth © 
the City, Scepter, baving Dominion, Smiting , Deſtroying,” - 


X 
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© that he began to raigne in, a blazing Star at both 
c times ſo ſhined, for ſeventy days, that all the Heayens 
f ſeemedd to be on fre. And becauſe happily we will be 
maoſt delighted with our own Hiſtories herein. ( faith 
Poly. 41 ) © In the Raign of Henry the third, Kg of 
© England, Otbo the Popes Legate, Baptiſed Henrys Son, 
© Edward, about whoſe birth there appeared a Star of 
< oreatbignels, certain days before the riſing of the Sun, 
© which was carried ee, with a ſwift an 
© ſpeedy courſe, ſometimes ſhewing fire before it, ſome; 
times leaving ſmoak behind itt 
HhHeeſides this, as the finger of God (as I formely ſhew- 
ed) brought them to Jeruſalem, to take away all excu- 
ſes from the Jews, ſo it is not without Gods doing : that 
they here enquire for the new born Meſiah, under the 
name of the King of the Fews, God would hereby let the 
Fes fee (though ſeeing they would not ſee) that he 
whom they looked for was come into the World. For 
both in the Prophecies that went before of him, he is 
ſtiled and called a Ruler, out of Bethlehem Ephrata ſhall 
he come forth to me, that is ro be a Ruler in Tſrael, A King, 
rejoyce O Daughter of Zion, Shout O Daughter of Jeruſalem, 
bebold thy King cometh unto thee, and inveſted with all prin- 
cee power for all eternity + Unto us @ Child s born, unto in 
4 Son i given, and the government ſhall be upon bx ſhoulders 
e the increaſe of his government and peace there ſball be not 
> end,aedallothe Fews themſelves, were fully perſwaded, 
that the AA. ſias, when he came would deliver Iſrael out 
ok their Temporal ſervitudes and reſtore*again the 
EKingdom to T/ael, out of which perſuaſion, at one time 
they wonld have made him a King by force, at another 
time they cryed out in their folemn acclamations to 
him : Bleſſed is the King that cometh in the name of the Lord, 
Therefore God would have Chriſt publiſhed unto them 
by the name of the King of the Fews, That they run to re- 
L  ceive this King, tbroug h the alurement of the benefit. 
Soecondly, ix is to be conſidered, what manner of King 
they mean him to be, whither a King of this World!: 
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ne@vhbich he himſelf 3 55 elſe the K ing eternal tlæ⸗ 
ly Potentate, the King of Kings, and Lords of Loxds,-(faith - + 
Saint Auſtin) Why do theſe wiſe-men that come fay ; - © 
where is he that is born King of che eus? What mea. 
neth this? Were there not ſo many Kings of the eur 
of heretofore ? Why do they fo greatly delire to know © 2 
and adore the King of another Nation ? They would | 
dF never ſeek after this with ſo great devotion, delire it | 
with ſo zealous affection, if they did not acknowledge , 2 
him King of the eus, who is alſo the eternal Kings? 
\nd to the ſame effect he ſpeaketh, Theſe far ſtrann- 
gers, and aliens altogether from that Kingdom, could 
at newer thing that they did owe ſo great honour to ſuck - . 
he King of the Fews, as was wont to be there: but they 
ne had learned that ſuch an one was now born, by the 
1M worſhipping of whom they doubted not to obtain their 
or ſalvation before God: for he was not of age to he flat: 
is tered by man, he ſate upon no Royal Seat, he wore 
no purple, no Crown glittered upon his Head, no 
6 pompous Train of his, nor terrible Army, no fame 
of his glorious Battels drew theſe men from far.Coun-- _ 
tries unto him, with ſo earneſt deſire to worſhip him. 
He lay in 4 Manger, a Childe newly born, little in 
Body, contemptible for his Poverty, but in that little 
one was hid ſome great things. Therefore they dic 
a8 Saint Cyprian ſpeaketh, profeſs him to be both a King a m 
z0d , and (as Chryſoſtom alſo) they. behold one thing s 
be eyes of their Body, another thing with the eyes of their mind, 
Now when thus boldly, thus confidently, they propoſe - 
heir interrogatories in the Streets of Jeruſalem, and ask 
for the King of the Fews rhat was newly born, evenin 
he hearing of Herod, (of whom I may ſpeak, as it Was 
ſaid of Boniface the eight) He entred like a Fox, and ra- 
pned like a Lyon. 11 not be ignorant of this, 
that coming into a City Whereitanother King raigned, 
by ſpeaking ſuch Words, and naming another King 
1 | 1 T8 . | ö „** 
of that People, they would ſtir up a thouſauds Swords 
S about their eats. Fhcrefore-the imperfect work upon 
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Matthew that carrieth Chryſ 100 
Freſolveth this matter thus. Did they nqt know that 
Herod raigned in Feruſalem ? Underſtood they not the 
© Juſticeof the Law ? that whoſoever, whileſt one King 


but whilſt thy think upon the King to come, they feat 


/ 


to Mofes ſeeing him that is invitible fear not the wrath 
of a mortal King, whoſe breath is in his Noſtrils, and 


- Ferely, when we take up the Croſs and follow him, I 
a * k 8 : 1813 „% * 12 4 br . +, Eg 25 ; PHY 


Shad, they would never have been ſo bold. All thy 
© while they had not ſeen Chriſt , and yet where they 
ready to di 

preſence of a moſt cruel King, befor 
© Chriſt, became his Confeſſors.* 


. caſe) Patterns Enſamples to us ; to profeſs with Timothy, 


before Kings, not to ſwarve from Gods Teſtimonies 


him, and of Abraham the Father of the Faithful, who 
duilt Alters to the Lord, and called upon the name of 


Zoms name, queſtioneth ant 


is alive, pronounceth another to be King, and adoreth 
© him, looſeth his life as an inſtrument of an Uſurper, 


not the King preſent. Had they not before their Eye 
the Danger of Death, when they went about ſuch an 
© unlawful thing: But they cared not for Death, if they 


e for him. Oh happy wiſe-men, whom the 
efore ever they kne 


2 


Hear then theſe worthies of the Gentiles through faith, 
out of weakneſs, became ſtrong, believing ſincerely in 
their hearts, confeſs blodly with their Mouths, and like 


who though he kill tie Body, cannot touch the Soul. 
They are then (as Paul ſaid of old Tas! in another 


the good profeſſion of our Faith before many Witneſſes, 
even the Eyes and view of the preſent World: and with 
David, not to be aſhamed to ſpeak of Gods Teſtimonies 


though our Perſecutors and Oppreſſors were many. 
Herein we muſt be followers of Chrift Jeſus the Author 
and finiſher of our Faith, who witneſſed a good con- 
feſnon before Pontius Pilate the Judge that condemned 


the Lord, when the Canaanite, and Idolatrous Nation, 
that ſerved other Gods, was in the Land. For then we 
epecially ſhew that the love of Chrift is in us, when we 
abide with him in tribulation, that we come to him ſin- 
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nds 122 2726 matter if 2 ber thou. goeft' not aftray from” Gode 
ha Commundments, when no man perſecuteth thee. is no great 
matter to be as reſolute as Peter, when no danger gat 4 
ing hand ; to march under the banner of Religion,” When 
thMauthoricy alloweth it, honour an proſperity followerh | 
er, it, but then to indure when the heat of the Day ariſeth, 


when the firy tryal cometh : is a proof of our rooting . 


and grounding in Chi. The Devil himſelf knowerhi 


yes 
all that Trouble is che beſt Tryal of Religion, and there- 
yore thinking Job ro be bur a Temporizer , one that 
hi ſerved God for wordly need, he would have him tryed - * 
ey by adveriity , Lay now thine hand upon all that be bab, 
He and be ill curſe thee to thy face. 883 EE 
a Good gold from droſs is in the fornace tride, J 
h, And faith from falſehood in trouble deſcride. * 
1 The ſouldiers courage is not ſo well ſeen in the camp, 3 
tHias in the battle, when they cloſe together, foot by foot, 
1d and man cloſe ith man. The marriners skill is not ſo 
1 well diſcerned » When there « not a wagg 'of wind , 88 
er ben all che winds hurry together. And the conſtancy ane 

„bHourage of the ſouldier of Feſws Chrft ,. is beſt ſeen and 
„ Mibown, when tribulation ariſeth, when he can indure 
ro the end, though he be hated of all men for Chrzfts » 


fake, It is the proteſtation of the Church of the Jews, 


R : That their heart was not turned back, nor their ſteps declined 
* We Gods way, though God had ſore broken them in the place - 
J Dragons, and covered them with the ſhadow of death, that 
1 they had not forgotten the name of their God, nor holden up 
4-2-7 bands to any ſtrange God, though for hu ſake they were 


killed all the day ſong, and counted as (b:ep for the ſlaughter. 
Shidrach, Meſhac h and Abednego, would not forſake the | 
Lord their God whom they ſerved, to fall down before 


the Idole that Nebuchadnezzor, had ſer up, though the 

el Kings anger were the meſſenger of death unto them, 
. but were even, ſtronger then the fire it elf, Daniel would 4 
not intermit his ordinary devotions, Which he had fer- 
5 Pts a 5 JJ A 4 je | : merly > | 


before them, who when they have killed this morralWu 
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merly uſed, no not fora itt] 1oligh the det 
of his caſting into the Lyons Den were ligned, and un 


And let us not with Nichodemws be ſuch coward! 
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let her take them, naked came I.our of my mothers 
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alterable, according to the Law of the Medes nd TY 
fan, Let us not then be aſhamed of Cliff and hi 
Goſpel, when for the ſame, we come before the Herodiſþcc 


> 


'> -the Princes of this world, but let us confeſs him boldh 


body the baſer part cannot come nere our immorta 
ſoul the better part. 1 PR 


Profeſſors. that we ſhould come to him by night, doinWr: 
the works of light in the darkneſs, nor with Joſepb n 
Arimathea, be his Diſciples: in hidd-lock for fear d 

trouble , nor with the — of the blind man, an 
many of the Fews believe in him, but not dare to con 
feſs him, for fear of being put out of the Synagogue 
but let us be ſtrong in the Lord, and in the power of 
his might, that we may be able to ſtand and withſtand 
in the evil day: let us with Paul be ready not be bound 
only, but alſo to die at Jeruſalem for 4 name of the 
Lord : not paſs for all that may happen, nor reckan 
our life dear, ſo. that we may fight the good fight ol 
Faith and a good Conſcience, and let us caſt our expen 
ces, count what it will coſt us, and reſolve to induxe the 

Heat of the day, as Chryſoftom did to bear whatſoever tht 

\ Empreſs Endoxia would inflict upom him, (ſaith he, 

If the Empreſs will baniſh me, let her baniſh me, the 

earth is the Lords and the fulneſs thereof. If ſhee 
* (aw me a ſunder, let her, I have E/ay for an example 
© If ſhe will throw me into the Sea, remember Jona 
* If ſhe will caſt me into the Fornace, I have the three 
Children that counſel me this. If ſhe will caſt me tc 

wild bealts, I remember Daniel caſt to the Lions in the 

Den. If ſhe will tone me, let her, I have Stephen: the 

I firſt Martyr. If ſhe will rake mine head, let her rake 

Dit, I have Fobn the Baptiſt. If ſhe will take my goods, 
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Womb, and naked ] ſhall fetürtl. The Apoftie rellerh 
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ne, that God accepteth nor the perforiof man, ahd. 
oF if 1 ſhould, year pleaſe men, I were not the ſeryant of 


Cbriſt, and David armeth me Jayinngy 1 ipake before 
Kings and was not aſhamed.* I have beet ſufficiently '- 
xccountable for the firſt particular, I paſs to the next: 
he moving cauſe that bringeth them to come and en- 
quire. LH TS EY ES Ee ñ?ĩ 
For we have ſeen bu ftar in the Eaſt ] Of all the ſenſes, - 


ta 

bherewith God hath indued man for preſervation of 
IWacure, there are two, the hearing and the ſeeing, that“ 
re as windows, whereby he reveileth Divine miſteries, 
ind conveieth ſupernatural trihts unto the mind. Por 


by hearing he acquainteth us with his will and word, 
ait h comet h by hearing, and Jet him that bath an ear, hear 
what the ſpirt ſaith to the Churches, And by ſecing his 
works, either of nature in the creation and preſervation 


oH the univerſal, or beyond nature, in the Wonders that 
Mc doth : we learn that the workman is God alone, that 


one is like him, and that he is to be praiſed for his won- + 
derful works to the ſons of men. The invifible things © 

F God, even hu eternal power and God. bead, are clearly ſeen, ©. 
being underſtood by the things that are made. The bea ven da-. 
lare the glory of God, and the firmament ſheweth. his hand, 
ork, And by miracles, our Saviour manifeſted his 
glory, and wrought faith in the hearts of them that 
ſaw them, as here, (faith Maximus) Anewitar thewed 
* that a new man was come: And they call ic here Bb 
for, quia quamvis, &c. © becauſe although all the ſtars 
© being created by him are his; yet this was Chriſts 


more peculiarly, becauſe it did ſpecially ſhew his cg 
ming. And the reſt of the ſtars were made, that they 


* might diſtinguiſh the times, and courſes of this world, 4 

© but this was commanded to appear, that the Lord t 

© the world, and the time of heavenly Kingdom was 
Now, (faith Auſtin) at his birth , a new light Was 

© revealed in a ſtar , at whoſe death the old light Was 

* veiled in the San. Ar his birth, the Heavens ined 

r ee ee 
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with a new honour, at whole death hell erembled wii 
n new fear, at whoſe Reſurrection his Diſciples wer 
e inflamed with a new love, at whoſe Aſcenſion th 
Heavens obeyed with a new Service. 
And our Saviours birth was not only honoured wit. 
this new {ign from heaven (a thing which at anothellſÞ. 
time the Phariſes deſired , though now it would ng 
work upon them) but alſo , (faith Chryſoſtom) A 
© chings both new and going beyond humane admirg 
© tion, domect in the Lords birth. An Angel ſpeaket! 
e in the Temple to Zachary, and promiſeth that Eli 
© beth ſhall have a Son, The Prieſt not believing thy 
Angel, is dumb, the barren conceiverh, a Vargy 
© bringeth a Child. Fob being inſpired leapeth in 1 
© his mothers womb. Chriſt our Lord being born, 
* told of by an Angel--- the Angels were glad, and thi 
© theep heards rejoyce.* | =. 
There were ( faith Leo) © Many inſtructions whic 
© by wanifeſt tokens declared that the Lord was born 
either when the Bleſſed Virgin Mary heard and belie 
© ved, that ſhe ſhould conceive by the Holy Ghoſt, an- 
©bring forth the Son of GOD, or when at her ſalva 
tion Fobn Bapriſt being in his mothers womb and no 
© yer born, leaped with a prophetical exultation, anc 
did (as it were) cry in the womb of his mother. Be 
Sold the Lamb of God which taketh away the {ins of 
F rhe World, or when at ſuch time as the Angel told 
* of the birth of the Lord, the ſheepheards were com- 
* paſſed about with the glory of che Heavenly army. 
Now for the queſtions wherewith the curioſity of man 
bath loaded this particular, what this ſtar was, whether 
Vr or many, whether newly created, or one of the old 
Pars created from the beginning, whether a real Star, ot 
2 Comet, or an Angel in figure of a Star, whether it was 
ſceated in the Firmament or in the air, whether it roſe in 
5 fe Eaſt, or they being in the Eaſt ſaw it in ꝓudea, whe- 
ther, they ſaw ir and none others, how it moved, whether 
2 Eircu larly or right forward , when it firſt began to ap- 
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car, and when it ceaſed, they are but, Spider webs, which: © 
will not ſpend time to umweave ;, the knowledge of them 
vill make us never a whit nearer to heaven, and the igng- / 
ance of them will nothing hinder us from coming there: 
. nly (ſaith Cbryſoſtom) I think this point worth the arg 
he how they could come to the underſtanding, that this Star dad 9 
dortend the birth of the Miſſias, and who may bee thought \ + 
o have ſtirred them up bereunto, For ſolution whereof I | 
tag nay ſay, that beſides the Prophecies, of Balaam (where- 
df I have already ſpoken ) of Daniel about the ſeventy 


% eeks and the coming of the Meſſias, (which by reafon 
"WH thc Captivity of Babylon were ſpread abroad amongſt | 


he Gentiles ) of the Sybillaes ( which though ſo condemnmn 
or fained , becauſe they ſpegk ſome rings of Chriſt 
ore plainly then the holy Prophets) yet Saint Auſtin 
hinketh that they prophecied by the ſame Spirit of God 
o the Gentiles, by which the Prophets prophecied to the 
cople of the Hebrews, of whom one fait. 


Whom in her arms a Virgin pare (ha hold. 
Te heaven ſhewed, the ſhining Stars foretoll. 


10k Beſides theſe I fay that God did, fir them up particu- 

ny. (ſaith Leo) © They underſtand the depth of tha 
meaning by divine Inſpiration, which did fo work i 

their hearts, that they could nor. be ignorant of the 


ld miſtery of this great Vition, and that that, which was 

n unuſual to their eyes, might not be. unknown to their 
minds. And fo Chryſoſtom anſwereth his own queſtion, 
This ſeemeth to me not to be the Stars work alone, buß 
ei Gods alſo, by whom their mind was ſtirred up heres 

le unto whom we may read to have done ſuch a thing i 
Cyrus King of Perſia, preparing him, and ſtirring him 

n up to deliver the People of the Fews from the yoke © 


of captivity. And to the {ame effect he ſpeakerhalfo,.  ; 
* Happily ſome man may wonder how the wiſemen 


OF could know the birth of our Saviour by the ſign of 4 
: Star! We. ſay that this was the gift of Gods grace. 3 
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And Baronim a great Rabb amongſt our adverſaries ma 


Ekecth no bones to ſay, that all the fathers agree that the 


| th 

gi, were brought to Chriſt , as well by the inward: : 
light ot the Spirit, as by the outward light of the Stat 
ut to come out of the Labor inth of theſe queſtions*; 
co that which may Miniſter editving the hearers, af, 
Moes upon the Mount N-bo, faw the glory of the Lan me 
of Canaan, fo we in this bringing of the wife men ts 
Chriit by a Scar, may as in a mount of. viſions, ſee 1 . 


two told glory of the Lord. Firſt a glory of his good 
nels, in that he calleth them by a new. Star, that hac 
"abuſed al! the old Stars to impiety and ſuperſtition, ma 
King the ſtuntkling block whereby they fell, to be rhe 
Star whereby they ſhould riſe again. Why by, a Start 
Ibat through Chriſt, the matter of :heir errour might he an 
vceafion of their ſalvation. Of his goodnels, I fay, in tha 
he doch as it were, uti ſore ſerve the time here, fitting 
himfult to their ditpolition, and catching the fith by th 
bac wherewith it would ſooneſt be taken. (ſaith Chr) 
ſeſtom) Thou wilt ſay that Prophets ſhould rather have 
been ſent, but the Wiſemen would never have belie: 
© veil Prophets, or that he ſhould have ſpoken, to them 
with fomevoice from heaven, neither would they have 
Þ - © cared much for that. Or that he ſhould have ſent an 
Angel, but happily they would have lightly regarded 
EE ©him. Therefore God leaving all theſe, calleth them 
to © by rhoſe things wich cuſtom had made familiar unto 
E Erhem by his wonderful gracious carriage of the matter, 
eren ſtoopjng to. the ſalvation of men.“ And a little 
after, and ſo in imitation hereof, Paul taking occaſion 
from the Altar, diſputeth with-the Gentiles, and brin- 
gheth forth teſtimonies out of ther own Poets; and for 
dea while preacheth Chriſt to the Fews without forbid: 
dig of Circumciſion Fand from the Sacrifices taketh 
t the beginning of his Doctrine for them that yet lived 
by. <under the Law. For becauſe every one is greatly in laye 
ich his own cuſtom; both God, and the teachers that 
b he ſent for the ſalvation df the world, take ta them- 
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Kon matter to (peak of bow? 410 end of every Nation. Think it 
here fore no ſtrange matter, that the Wiſemen are called by a Star. (faith 
covhylaF ) Berauſe the Wiſe men were Aſtrologers, theretore God Bring: 
them by a familiar ſigu, as he broxght Peter a Fiſher man by a multi- 
de of fiſhes unto the name of Chriſt, and cauſed him to'wonder; And {© 
n Bapriſt uſed Bapriſm, a, matter familiar to the Fews { for waſhing 
as much in requeſt with them) that thereby he might prepare a N 
the Lord. Thus doth God (as Saint Auſtin ſpeakerh ) bring men unte 
m after wonderful ſorts , and becometh all things to all men, that by | 
me means he might win ſame of them. th 
Secondly, we may ſee here a glory-of our Lord aid ier greatneſs, 
that his baſeneſs in the fleſh, his being in the form of a Servant, is ac 
dmpanied ſtill with ſome marks, of his Deity, of his being in the form 
God, that ſo where the one did cauſe any occaſion of erronr, the other | 
ight away the errour again, For thus ( faith Auſtin ) he lay in a Han- 
r, and yer brought the wiſe men from the F aft, he war hidden in a Stable, 
4 yet acknowledged in the heavens, that being acknowledged in heaven, h 
might be manifeſted in the Stable, (ſaith Maximus Ihen our Lord ac- 
rding 10 A Law of mans birth, being 75 one and an inf ant, cried © 
his cradle, and was wrapped in ſwaali g clouts, yet then a wonderful 
ar from an high ſhewed his greatneſs to the whole wd#ld, And (aich he) 
lt Hough he covered his God- head with the Mantle of our by, yet fave ry 
ewed him, and the earth num him to be God, © 2 2 
Gregory Nazianzen hath an excellent Paſſage ro ſhew how the glory 1 
his god-head, went as it were, hand in hand with the mtaneſs of his ; 
an- hood from his cradle to his croſs, will recitir, though it be ſome-, 
hat long. 5 : 
He was 3 of & woman, but a Virgin, that as mamt his as God; he war 
rried in the womb, but he is kncwn to the Prophet being alſo ; in the womb,. 
u leaping beforo the Word by whom he was made: He was wrapped in 
padling clouts, but when hefriſeth he pulleth off the <loaths, that he wat 
ried in: He u laid in a Manger, but he is glorified by the Angels, fienified” 
y the Star, adored by the Wiſe men: He was made fly into Egypt, but he 
aketh the Idols of Egypt fly : He hai neither form nor hehuty to the jews, 
to David he was more beautiful then the: ſons of men, but ugou the | 
fountain he ſhineth, and is brighter then the ſun * He was baptiſed as * 
an, but he waſheth away fms as God, bus it was to Sanftify the waters 


Ong ad the Holy Ghoſt deſcendeth upon him, and the Father giveth him a2 
in- fſtimony as being God) he was tempted as man, but he overcometh as 
for d, but he biddet h us be of good comfort, becauſe he þath overcome the. 


orld ; He was hungry, but he fed thouſands, but he is the Bread of Life © 
bat canie from heaven : He was thirſty, but he cryed, if any man thirſt, . 
him come to me. he was weary, but he in the reſt of all them that are 
eary, aud heavy laden. He in heavy with Hleẽp, but upon the Sen, be is 
gt, but he rebukeih the winds but he lifteth up Peter ready to be drown- : 

: He payeth tribute, but ont of a fiſh , but he 4 King of them that re- 


ire it. He ih called 4 Samaritan,” and on? that 55 poſſe ſed wel 4 + Devil JE oo i 


Here, I come to the laſt particular, which is t 


ing ofa Star, had been nothing if the end had not commend:d the action 


of righteouſneſs, then after knowledge of it to turn from it, ſo better it 


of a right end. For thus men do, when either they come unto him for the 
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but he 2 acknowledged of the Devils, he dri ueth out the De vile, and ſends: 
legions of Fiends into the Deep, aud ſeeth the Prince of the Devils falling} 
Hg htzing. He is ſtoned, but not vanquiſped. He asketh where Lazarus w 
laid, for he is a man, but he raiſeth Lazarus, for he was God. He is fol: « 
und that very cheap, for thirty pieces of ſilver, but he redeemeth the Mor 
and that with a great price, even his own bloud. He u weak and wondgWhc' 
but he healeth every dileaſe and every ſickneſs, He is brought to the Croſ 
and faftencd to it, but by the Croſs he reſtoreth life, but he ſaveth ff 
Theef that was cracified with him, and cau ſet h darkneſs, but the Veilg 
the Temple rentet h, but the ſtones cleave a ſunder, and the dead are raiſe 
He diet h, But he maketh alive, and by death deſtroyeth death: He is burig 
but the ri ſeth again; Thus that no man might ſtumble at his humiliatig 
in the fleſh, the glory of the God. head manifeſted it ſelf ſtill therein. 
But that I may draw towards an end of mine account for the whole bil 
he final cauſe and end 


po 
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their coming. 


Me are come to worſpip him.] And this though the laſt in order. is In: 
weightieſt of all the particulats here in nature. For upon it hangeth ng 
only the grace, but even the goodneſs and vertue of all that formerly hen 
they do, and of all the circumſtances, that make this work of theirs { 
commendable, yea fo admirable unto us. For it is a ruled caſe of the Lore 
gitians, that The chief end alone doth male perfect as well the doer, as thi 
action, and again, ſuch as the end is, ſuch is the actions; ſo that to ha 
come preſently upon Chriſts birth, and that when bloody Herod raigned, ti 
have come ſo far a journey, even out of the Eaſt to Jeruſalem, the plad, 
thac God had choſen to pur his name in, to have enquired ſo ſolemnly fot 
rhe new born King of the Fews, and to have been led thither by rhe guid 


yea had been abominable rather them admirable, if they bad come, gort 
worſhip him (as they both profeſs and purpoſe ) but to worry him, az 
Herod intended when he would have gone unto him,  howſoever he pre 
tended to adore him. We may here then as in a glaſs, ſee what ſhoull 
be the very final cauſe and end of our coming unto Chriſt ( who though hb 
nor bodily preſent with us, yet ſecundum preſentiam majeſtatis, is ever it 
the aſſembly of his Saints) which is, to yield him the homage tha we ows 
unto him, the honour that is due unto him, either in bringing our obla- 
tions and Sacrifices unto bim, or in receiving from him, the treaſures tha 
he doth impart unto us by his Word and Srcraments, All other ends that 
men propoſe to themſelves in coming unto him, are not ends, bur rarher 
aberrations from the true end. And as it were better never to know the way 


1 . 4 ; . . 
were, never to come to Chritlt at all, then to mare our coming in the end 
thereof. to cauſe that in rhe work ſeemeth to be God, to be a ſin for want 


belly and for pleaſures, as the people followed him for Loves; and as 
Bernard complaining of pomp and luxury of the Clergy of Popery in his 
time ſaid , For theſe matters they mill be, and become rulers of Churchet, 

| 1 Deans, 
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ent, Archdeacons, Biſhops, . or for honour and preferment 
Mike to Zebellens ſons, ho defired to fir one on his right hand, the other 
dn his left hand in his glory, or like to Diatrepbe: for love of pfefermenſ, 
Fr of curioſi:y becauſe they would fee ſome great works wrqoght by him, 
lis the Phariſees and Sadduces come to him, defiring him that he vould _ 
defMhcw a fign from heaven, and as Herod, who deſired to ſee Chriſt, becauſe, © * -. 
Wc hoped to have ſeen ſome Miracle done by him, or of Hypocriſie, becauſe”. 
hey would put a fair Vizard upon a foul face, and cover their evil de eds 
vith a good profeſſion, being (at Saint Auſtin ſpeaketh ). good an the ont 
ide, bad in the inſie, or of vain glory, as our Savidurs brethren would + 
e had him gone up to the Feaſt of Tabernacles that he might he known, © 
ia ppenly, and that wich the Pharifee they might ieem better and holler then 
ther men, that with Simon magus they might ſeem to be ſome great wen, 
faith Bernard, There are ſome that 1 knowledge that they might | 
e known again; or for their corporal need only, as' the nine Lepers that 
oar out for mercy that they may be clenſed, but have not a word of praiſe 
a their mouths to glorify God with, when they are delivered, or which is 
vorſt of all, out of malice and miſchief, as the Phariſees Diſciples and the 
her ler odians came unto him to entangle him in his talk, as the Officers ſennt 
sy the High Prieſts, to take him, and as Judas one of them that did an 
read with him to betray him. 3 —:.. Dn 
But to ſpeak ſome what of rHis honour that they give here to Chriſt, it is - 
he opinion of ſome, that they give unto him civil adoration, as raking 
im to be a great Prince, not religious adoration, as ackno ledging him | 
Wo be God. But in mine underſtanding, both all Antiquiry and the truth ie 
elf and on the other fide. ( faith Chryſoftom ) Thinkeſt thou that they 
vould have adored an Infant that did not underſtand the honour of adora- 
ion, unlifs they had believed that there was ſome Divine Power in him. 
Therefore they gave this hqnour, not to his Child. hood that under ſtood no- | 
hing, but to his God head that knew. all thivgs, (ſaith guſtin) Neither in 
heir underſtanding, doth the baſeneſi of his birth diminiſh the glory of him 
ed head with rei eyes they ſee man, by their ſervice they confeſs him 
0 be God --- he was ſeen in the Manger, but he did bear rule in Heaven. 
fd therefore the Wiſemen hambled themſelves becauſe they ſaw the Stars | 
bim ſervies, Tur they knew him to be God, ro whom the Heavenly cren- 
ures yielded their ſervice. And Athanaſius reaſaneth well in this caſe; 
ow do they adore him that lay in à ſtable and a manger, if they imagine 
vim to be nothing but a man £ How doth Herod ſay that he would adore 
him alſo ? In vain truly had God taugh them by ſo unuſual! a Miracle, 
va hat they ſhould adore a man only and not God alſo, It is then religious 
r it and divine honour that they give unto him as God. Let me here then 
endF&hcw you a miſtery, which is he hriſt being both God and man is to be 
ant dorcd. Although then the Godlead be the proper object to which adora- 
the ion is properly directed, yst is not the Godhead adored without the man- 
as hood, but by reaſon of that ſtrict band of the perſonal union of the two + ' 
his Nnatures Chriſt as God aud nian is to be adored with one only adoration, _ 
ver, Which adoration is given Oblique, In an indiret manner, to the manhood, 
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| ſpeak ſo to che Lord, ſtand aſide fithm the Botlythat 
e ee him, Why, doeft thou being + Mon; make alpbie God * 


Jo the. Manhood, of Chriſt alone, but alſo in the N hy 


min unity, and an unity in Trinity z be 
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min regard char it is the Manhood of the Word, and Fe 
into thetunity of the ſecond Perſon, (faith Athanaſius FRY 
aflort the Lord of all created things the Word being made fleſh" 

RO; pay Cl po went ot, Oo ety A ag © 07, TN 
alrough the fleſh of it ſelf be a part of rhings created, yet it wil 
come the body of God; neither therefore do we adore thi Boch à 5 
t to adorę tl 


And ſeparated from the Word, neither, when we are ab re 
g 


Mord, do we ſeparate it fur from the fle „ but becauſe ie 
hath been ſazd ) that the Word. was 'made E eh: We acknovpleds 
geben 1s fo graceleſty,. 


uom/manifeſted inthe fleſh to be Goc. c Fe 
. m the Bollythat I may adore the 
Or whois ſo wicked that with the Jews becauſe of hit Body he mal 
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for this adoring, of the Word eng madefltth With one onli 
adoration, we have the Anathemariſm of Cyril in che EH 
Councel. Tf any one doth not adore Emanuel with one anly alot 
ton, und give one only glory, accordin to that, tho Word was 1 22 
 Peſb let him be accurſed. . It. is then but a prophan novelty bo þ 
of words and DoCtrines not only in the Papiſts, to give a 8 
veral kind of worſhip (which they call Hyperdulia, a;Servicel 
ſtep. higher, then chat which, they give to Saints and Ange 
contend for the adoration of the-humanity of Chriſt propel 

* bind ſeverally by it elf, (faith Aquing.) The adoration of Latif 
or Divine 0 i not given to the humunity in reſpect aſ it ſal 
ut in reſpett of the Divinity and 


'zo which it 1 united, and Cyril ſait 


chat we do not adore Emanuel & ꝝ man, for that were dotape, decel 
and errour , for in thi we ſhould nothin differ from them wi 
e the rare, ee Lit hem that have cars When of 
theſe deep myſteries of their faith, and the Lord give them ull 
derſtanding in all, things, that they may ſo adore and gloriff 
God manifeſted in the fleſh, ſo honoux the. Son, ſerve the Soil 
chat the Father. may honour them, and give them Glory with 
him. To this Father and Son with the Holy Ghoſt a Trinit 
Honour and Pow 
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